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of the Binderians, he worked out their relationship to the
Dancing Dervishes and ancient orgiastic cults. He touched
upon the phenomena witnessed at the opening of the Power
Station, and deftly showed their connection with the fire-
worship of the Parsees. In Machat's religious community he
discovered the characteristics of the fakirs and ascetics He
cited various examples of clairvoyance and miraculous healing,
which he compared very aptly to the magic practised by the
old negro tnbes of Central Africa He went on to deal with
mental contagion and mass-suggestion, introducing historical
references to the Flagellants, the Crusades, Millenanamsm,
and " running amok " among the Malays He threw light
upon the recent religious movement fiom two psychological
points of view, ascribing it to pathological causes in degenerate
hysterical subjects, and to a collective psychical epidemic
among the superstitious and mentally inferior masses. In both
cases he demonstrated the atavistic occurrence of primitive
forms of worship, the tendency to animistic pantheism and
shamanism, a religious communism reminiscent of the Ana-
baptists, and a general surrender of reasoning power in favour
of the grossest impulses of superstition, witchcraft, occultism,
mysticism, and necromancy.

" It is not for us to decide,3' Dr Blahous went on writing,
" to what extent this is due to quackery and imposture on the
part of individuals bent on exploiting human credulity, a
scientific inquiry would doubtless show that the alleged
' miracles3 of the thaumaturgists of to-day are only old and
well-known devices of trickery and suggestion. In this con-
nection we would recommend the new ' religious communi-
ties,' sects, and circles now daily springing into existence to the
attention of our police authorities and psychoanalysts The
exact science of religion confines itself to establishing the fact
that all these religious phenomena are at bottom nothing but
examples of barbaric atavism, and a hotch-potch of the most